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From the President 


Elsewhere in this issue an announce- 
ment concerning AASL plans for the 
Los Angeles conference appears, I want 
to call to your attention the responsibili- 
ty each of us has to help the local plan- 
ning committee with one important part 
of the conference, the center or lounge 
where we shall have an opportunity to 
meet each other informally, to exchange 
ideas, to make social plans, to get to 
know each other. 

If you have attended other ALA con- 
ferences, will you try to take yourself 
back to the first one, to remember how 
big and perhaps impersonal it all seem- 
ed, everyone else knowing so many peo- 
ple, you comparatively alone, everyone 
else needed and belonging, you wonder- 
ing if there could be any need in AASL 
for what you had to give, others winnow- 
ing invitations, you hoping to find some- 
one with whom to go to dinner. If each 
of us conference veterans can do that, I 
am sure that we shall have the wisdom 
to make the conference a happy and re- 
warding one, not only for those who are 
joining us in a conference for the first 
time but also for the rest of us. 

If you are in Los Angeles for your 
first conference, will you please know 
how much ALA and AASL need the 
strength and power that lie in you, how 
eager those who have planned the con- 
ference are for you to enjoy it and get 
from it and give to it a great deal. Will 
you remind yourself that, just as you 
want to meet others, others want to meet 
you, Will you do your part in getting 
acquainted. 

The residue of a conference which is 
the most important, the experience 
which is a coin of highest denomination 
slipped into the heart’s and mind’s treas- 
ury, often is not a direct product of the 
conference program but rather a by- 
product, found in meetings with others, 
brief relationships that result in our liv- 
ing more, serving better. 


I hope that each one of us will in Los 
Angeles take as his or her particular 


2 


task, both in the lounge and every other 
place, getting to know others, sharing 
himself with others, doing the little 
things that will, in the final analysis, 
mean the difference between a poor and 
a wonderfully good conference. 





This Letter Is to You 


Dear Co-member: 


The last report issued by Margaret 
Turk, retiring national membership 
chairman, carries a significant challenge 
to each and every member of AASL. It 
sets an immediate objective of a mem- 
bership of 5,000, which means close to 
doubling the 1952 figure! : 

However, this goal is neither unrea- 
sonable nor out of bounds when we look 
further along the report. She points out 
that since 1943 our membership has tri- 
pled, and that the number was doubled 
from 1948 to 1949. At the close of 1952 
a total membership of 2,835 is noted for 
AASL., But to maintain an executive of- 
fice at Headquarters, whose resources 
are necessarily drawn from membership 
dues, a minimum of 5,000 members is 
essential to provide the basic services. 
With a potential of about 15,000 cur- 
rently engaged as librarians and teacher- 
librarians in the schools of America from 
which to draw, a personal obligation to 
meet a member for member challenge 
could easily bring us well over the top. 
We cannot afford to lose the faith the 
ALA Board placed in us when it estab- 
lished the Division and provided a sub- 
stantial subsidy for promotional pur- 
poses. 


WILL YOU HELP MAKE IT 
5,000? 
Sincerely, 


Sara Jaffarian, Chairman 
Membership Committee 


School Libraries 
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Good Citizens Grow in Good 


School Libraries* 


by Sara Krentzman 


Srygley, Ass’t 


Prof., Library School, Florida State 


University. 


Everybody seems to agree today that 
we need better citizens in America. The 
disagreement seems to come when we at- 
tempt to plan a program of education 
for good citizenship. Not only do we 
find disagreement among lay citizens and 
the groups through which they speak; 
we also find disagreement among our- 
selves as educators. There are many dif- 
ferent ideas concerning how to educate 
young people—and old—for democratic 
citizenship. 

The current emphasis on The Ameri- 
can Heritage as a theme for programs of 
library service in America is evidence of 
recognition of the need for improved 
citizenship, A great many of our estab- 
lished patriotic organizations in America 
have been articulate in recent months 
regarding the need for teaching and 
learning the American way of life. The 
American Legion has some definite ideas 
on this subject. Many civic organizations 
feel that they can stimulate an apprecia- 
tion of the American heritage through 
essay contests, competition for ‘good 
citizenship” awards. Many lay groups 
in America seem prepared to tell Ameri- 
can educators how to teach citizenship 
in our public schools. 


RECOGNIZING OUR 
PROBLEM 


It is obvious to any of us involved in 
the program of public education in this 
country that something is wrong. Noth- 
ing is more talked about or more gener- 
ally agreed upon by educators today 
than the need for developing good citi- 
zenship. It would seem that we have 
tailed somehow to communicate to the 
very public providing the young people 





we educate our objectives, our methods, 
our successes and our failures, or to in- 
volve this public in our planning. While 
we can point with pride to particular 
places where cooperative community- 
school programs of citizenship education 
are noteworthy, we must agree that these 
places are so exceptional as to attract 
attention. 

In seeking to identify the real prob- 
lem, we must honestly evaluate our own 
contribution to citizenship education. As 
school librarians, how well prepared are 
we to give leadership in planning the 
kind of library program which will en- 
courage young people to grow in ap- 
preciation of the American heritage, in 
skills in democratic living, and in de- 
votion to the improvement and the con- 
tinuation of the American way of life? 

We are not prepared to answer th’s 
question until we have considered care- 
fully such basic questions as these: 

1. Have we knowledge of and appreci- 

ation of the American heritage? 

2. Do we know realistically what re- 

search tells us about providing the best 

environment for learning? 

3. Are we ready to teach by example 

the values and skills of democratic 

living ? 

4+, Have we analyzed the possibilities 

of the libraries we develop as labora- 

tories for citizenship education ? 


SOME POSSIBILITIES IN 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Perhaps there is no other aspect of 
school living with as rich possibilities 
for citizenship education as the library. 
Furthermore, the fact that the library 
provides the tools for education in other 
areas of the school strengthens our stra- 


Adopted from a talk given at the meeting of the Alabama Library Association, Birmingham, 


Alabama, spring, 1952. 
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tegic position in citizenship education. 
What are some of the possibilities which 
challenge our abilities as school librari- 
ans? 

First, the school library seems to be 
one of the most effective places for teach- 
ing young people the value of and the 
technique for free inquiry. Long ago 
Thomas Jefferson said, “If a nation ex- 
pects to ke ignorant and free, in a state 
of civilization, it expects what never was 
and never can be’. Any people are ig- 
norant until they have access to know- 
ledge and ideas, coupled with the tech- 
nique for using them, 

The school library should be the cen- 
ter for the dissemination of ideas through 
all the communication media we have 
today. Increasingly as they mature, boys 
and girls should grow in appreciation of 
the sources of information, how to use 
library tools in identifying the materials 
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nceded for var:ous purposes, and how to 
evaluate materials in regard to authen- 
ticity, recency, validity. The intelligent 
use of materials requires discrimination, 
value judgements, critical thinking. 
These are abilitics required of a good 
citizen in a society, 

Through library experiences boys and 
girls may develop the fine art of free in- 
quiry. These experiences may be moti- 
vated in classrooms by good teachers. 
They may be group or individual ex- 
periences. They may develop in an un- 
planned fashion from the concerns or 
problems or interests of individual pu- 
pils. Regardless of what stimulates them, 
the good school library provides a per- 
missive atmosphere, the necessary ma- 
terials and tools, and guidance for young 
citizens growing in the skills of democ- 
racy. 





HAINES CITY SCHOOL LIBRARY 
Haines City, Florida 
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A. second contribution of the school 
library is that of encouraging awareness 
of and appreciation for what we call 
“The American Heritage’. Countless 
books, films, recordings, and picture ma- 
terials tell eloquently of the people who 
made America, their struggle to found 
and develop a country for free men, and 
the problems yet to be solved if America 
is to fulfill her destiny. These materials 
are the school’s ammunition in fighting 
for the democratic way; the school li- 
brary becomes “an arsenal of democra- 
cy”. 

Much use of these materials will grow 
out of assignments in classes for reports, 
vesearch papers, class discussions, Young 
people should be encouraged to explore 
these materials for free reading or exami- 
nation. Through’ exhibits, — bulletin 
boards, and personal guidance, the li- 
brary may encourage good citizenship 
and “fill in the gaps” in the formal as- 
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GIBBS HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 
St. Petersburg, Florida 









pects of the curriculum. 

It seems fantastic that schools still 
must fight for the funds to buy the ma- 
terials needed for teaching the Ameri- 
can heritage. Few lay citizens know of 
the wonderful materials available in this 
area. It seems certain that wider ac- 
quaintance with the available materials 
will result in parent’s supporting plans 
to make them accessible to their children. 

A third contribution of the school li- 
brary to citizenship education is the pro- 
vision of a natural laboratory for demo- 
cratic living. This will develop only if 
the library is administered democratical- 
ly, so that boys and girls have a demo- 
cratic experience in planning and using 
the library. 

Some of the concepts basic to demo- 
cratic living may be learned through 
school library experience. Here a young 
person may get his first real experience 
(Continued on page 19) 


Sunday June 21 


Monday June 22 


‘Tuesday June 23 


AMERICA LOOKS WEST 
ALA IN LOS ANGELES 
JUNE 21-27, 1953 


Tentative plans for meetings which will be of special interest to AASL members: 


AASL Executive Board Meeting and Board Meeting 
with Councilors, Committee Chairmen and State Assem- 
bly Representatives. 

AASL Committees 

Children’s Library Association. Doris Gates, Speaker 
General Session of ALA (1) 

Joint Reception of AASL and DLCYP 

Council Meeting of ALA (I1) and Reception 

ACRL 

AASL Breakfast with State Assembly Reports 

AYPL Luncheon—American Heritage Program 
AASL Business Meeting 

Newbery Caldecott Dinner 


Wednesday June 24 State, County and City Supervisors Breakfast 


Thursday June 25 


Friday June 26 


Saturday June 27 


General Session ALA II 
Friends of Libraries Luncheon 
School Library Tours 

DLCYP General Meeting and Speaker 
PLD and AYPL Joint Session 
ALA Council II 

AASL General Session—Speaker 
Library School Dinner 

Square Dancing 

ALA Council III 

General Session III 

AASL Board 

Post Conference Tours 

Padua Hills 


Guasti Vineyards 





If you plan to attend ALA in LosAngeles, the local planning 
committee would like the following information to assist with 
advance arrangements. ‘This is not a reservation nor a commit- 
ment. Please send to: 

Elizabeth O. Williams, Library & Textbook Section 

1205 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 15, Calif. 


I plan to attend: 


ALA at Los Angéles 
[] Pre conference of DLCYP at Hotel Huntington 
I will be interested in school library tours on Wednesday, June 24th [] 
I would like to join a discussion group if arranged 


Building plans 
Book evaluation including weeding of collection 


Librarian 


Library assistants 

Library instruction and the curriculum 
Publications and handbook 

Reading guidance 

Recruitment and training 


Standards 


INDICATE st, 2nd and 3rd CHOICES 


and the faculty—Personnel relationships 


( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
P- 43 
( ) 
a 
( ) 
( ) 


School Libraries 








—_— ~> - a.) 


Ps Eines tases foe OT 








INSTITUTE ON LIBRARY WORK WITH 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


Sponsored by: University of California, Los Angeles, The University Library and 


































“ Library and University Extension, in cooperation with the Callifornia Library Associ- 
: ation, Section for Work with Boys and Girls; and the American Library Association. 


Division of Libraries for Children and Young People. 
June 18-20, 1953 
Huntington Hotel 
Pasadena, California 





THEME: BROADENING LIBRARY HORIZONS 
j PROGRAM 

Thursday evening Meet the authors dinner. 

: Friday morning First general session, 


Broadening library horizons. 
Techniques of group process. 





Friday luncheon Discuss-it luncheon. 

Friday afternoon Broadening viewpoints in book selection. 
Friday dinner T V—a new horizon. 

Saturday morning Panel discussions. 





Youth asks 


Librarians answer. 


§ Saturday luncheon Future horizons. 
i Conference registration fee $3.00 
¢ Please make your hotel reservations directly with the Huntington Hotel, Pasadena, 


e California, American plan $12.00 per day plus tax and tips. 

3 Transportation: Those desiring transportation from Los Angeles to Pasadena 

h please write to Mrs, Frances Greene, Los Angeles County Public Library, 322 S. 
Broadway, Los Angeles 13, California. 





ADVANCE REGISTRATION FORM 


Final deadline for advance regirstration : June 1, 1953 

Enclosed find check or money order made payable to the Regents of the University of 
California for $3.00 to cover registration for the INSTITUTE FOR LIBRARY 
WORK WITH CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE. Mail to the Department 





f of Conferences and Special Activities, University Extension, University of California, 
5 Los Angeles. 
Name 

Position 





Library address = 

Please check your choice for Discuss-it luncheon, Friday: 

[|] Work with community groups Book talks 

[] The reluctant reader [] Pre-school groups 

[] Publicity techniques How to tell stories 

[] Relations with schools What stories to tell 
Elementary Vacation reading plans 
Secondary Other suggestions 

(] Intercultural relations 





i] 
















Thursday evening dinner 
Friday luncheon 
Friday dinner 
Saturday luncheon 


Please check: I expect to attend 


OOOO 40400 
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It’s An Old California Custom! 


Mildred P. Frary, 

Elementary Librarian 
Library and Textbook Section 
Los Angeles City Schools 


“It’s an old California custom to put 
pleasure before business, or, at least to 
make pleasure an essential part of the 
business of living’, says Lee Shippee in 
It's An Old California Custom.” ‘The 
AASL program for the Los Angeles 
conference promises to carry out this tra- 
dition through the AASL Lounge, an 
information and social center, following 
the pattern set so successfully at the 
New York conference last year. 

This AASL Lounge will provide a 
source of information on libraries, li- 
brarians, tours, restaurants and things 
to do and see. Here you will find exhib- 
its of school library materials and publi- 
cations from all over the United States. 
You may make arrangements for auto- 
mobile trips to school libraries and _his- 
toric spots in the surrounding area or you 
may plan to go with a group to special 
restaurants for lunchcon or dinner. You 
may combine business with pleasure by 
joining discussion groups on topics of 
your choice by registering for them in 
the Lounge. 

The Los Angeles Committee plans to 
open the Lounge as soon as registration 
opens so that visitors may immediately 
find friends and make plans to enjoy the 
city and surrounding areas. California 
hostesses will be there at all times that 
the Lounge is open, eager to aid you in 
any way and will be ready with their 
automobiles to conduct you on library, 
sightsceing and gastronomic tours. 

All the things you have heard about 
California and Los Angeles are probably 
true. You may see almost anything that 
you have read about and expect to see. 
It is traditionally a land of superlatives 
where you will find the tallest moun- 
tain, the lowest valley, the greatest dis- 
tances between city limit signs, and the 
most unusual weather. 

When your train enters the Union 


Station, you will be within a few blocks 
of the old Plaza and Olvera Street, the 
oldest section of El Pueblo de Nuestra 
Senora, la Reina de Los Angeles, all of 
which is probably the longest name a 
city ever possessed. After you register at 
your hotel and join other school librari- 
ans in the Lounge, you may join a group 
for luncheon at one of the Mexican 
restaurants on Olvera Street where the 
heritage from old California is still pre- 
served. 

Later, you may drive down Wilshire 
Boulevard, the “fabulous boulevard” 
that stretches many, many miles from 
the center of the city to the sea. You will 
pass the fashionable department stores 
and stop at Rancho LaBrea where with- 
in a few feet of a vast shopping area and 
residential section, you may see the pre- 
served bones of the mastodon, the giant 
ground sloth and the vicious sabre tooth 
tiger, still encased in the tar pits where 
the animals perished some 50,000 years 
ago. 

From there, the Farmers’ Market 
beckons and you can wander from stall 
to stall sampling every kind of food you 
can possibly imagine or busy yourself 
shipping home boxes of California oran- 
ges, dates and avocadoes. A few miles 
west you will pass through Beverly 
Hills and perhaps spot a movie star or 
two entering the Brown Derby Restaur- 
ant, or will perhaps succumb to a new 
tonnet at one of the nearby shops. A few 
more miles and you will pass through 
Westwood in sight of the University of 
California at Los Angeles and on to San- 
ta Monica where Wilshire Boulevard 
will end on the palisades overlooking the 
Pacific Ocean. 

This is only one of the many side trips 
that may interest you. The San Fernan- 
do and San Gabriel missions, the Hunt- 

(Continued on page 9) 
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A-V Workshop 
Los Angeles, June 19-21 


Librarians will be able to study the 
major problems ‘and newest develop- 
ments in the audio-visual field at a 
special workshop to be held in Los An- 
geles, June 19-21, for the three days 
preceding the American Library Associ- 
ation’s Summer Conference there. 

The workshop is being sponsored 
jointly by the library schools on the 
Berkley campus of the University of 
California and at the University of 
Southern California, and by the Ameri- 
can Library Association’s Audio-Visual 
Board. 

The place of audio-visual materials 
—including the use of non-commercial 
educational television—in libraries of 
all types and in library education will be 
studied and discussed. A_ workshop 
steering committee is formulating a pro- 
gram in which the field’s major prob- 
lems and questions will be considered. 
It is expected that the University of 
Southern California’s new television sta- 
tion will be available to the workshop 
for demonstration purposes. 


Irving Lieberman, director of the 
Carnegie-supported audio-visual _ pro- 
ject on the Berkeley campus, is chairman 
of the steering committee for the work- 
shop. Persons interested in further de- 
tails should write to him at the School 
of Librarianship, University of Califor- 
nia, Berkeley 4, California. 


NOMINATIONS FOR 
ALA OFFICES 1954 


School librarians are requested to help 
find the best candidates for the 1954 
election, The elective offices are: First 
Vice President, Second Vice President, 
Two Members of the Executive Board 
and Six Members of the Council. The 
committee will nominate two candidates 
for each office. Send your suggestions 
for candidates to these offices to: Ralph 
T. Esterquest, Midwest Inter-Library 
Center, 5721 Cottage Grove Avenue, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 


April 1953 









School Library Workshop 


The School of Library Science, Uni- 
versity of Southern California, announ- 
ces a School Library Workshop to be 
held June 29-July 17, immediately fol- 
lowing the American Library Associa- 
ton Conference. 

This workshop will carry three units 
of graduate credit and will have as con- 
sultants, Miss Sue Hefley and Miss Al- 
ice Lohrer. Only school librarians with 
at least 12 hours of library science are 
eligible. Membership in the workshop 
will be limited to thirty. For applica- 
tions, which must be in by May 15, 
write to: 

Assistant Director 

School of Library Science 

University of Southern Califor- 
nia 

Los Angeles 7, California 


It’s an Old California 
Custom! 

(Continued from page 8) 
ington Library, the Padua Hills Thea- 


tre, the great harbor area, beautiful 
Long Beach and the Pacific Coast High- 
way to Newport Harbor and Laguna 
Beach provide destinations for other 
interesting trips. 


To be comfortable in the Southern 
California spring weather, a suit, a light 
dress for warmer days, and a coat for 
cooler evenings are advisable. If you span 
the sixty odd miles from the end of the 
San Fernando Valley, across the Holly- 
wood Hills and the Los Angeles plain 
to the Pacific Ocean, you will meet 
weather ranging from desert warmth to 
cool sea breezes. But whatever the 
weather, it is sure to be “unusual”. 


Visit the AASL Lounge as soon as 
possible and make your plans early in 
the convention week, It is hoped that 
the California custom of ‘making 
pleasure an essential part of business” 
will provide a memorable vacation as 
part of a successful conference. 


AASL Business Transacted At Midwinter 


Rachael De Angelo, Executive Secretary 


Summary of Business 
Meeting* 


Three meetings of the AASL Board 
of Directors were held during the Mid- 
winter Conference in Chicago, Fe >ruary 
3-7, The following action was taken at 
the first meeting on February 3 at the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago 

Ten votes approved by the Board by 
correspondence were confirmed. ‘They 
were (1) changing the regions of the 
Membership Committce to agree with 
the regions set up in the AASL By-Laws, 
Article II]; authorizing the appointment 
of an AASL representative on the Co- 
ordinating Committee of the American 
Association of Colleges for Tcacher Ed- 
ucation with expenses paid for attend- 
ance at meetings; (3-4) changng the 
size of the official publication of AASL 
from 81%" x 11” to 6” x 9” with a cover, 
and the name from NEWSLETTER 
to SCHOOL LIBRARIES; (5) fore- 
going any royalties which might accrue 
to AASL from publication and sale of 
Dear Mr. Architect, rev. ed.; (6) ap- 
proving preparation by the Magazine 
Evaluation Committee of the list of 
magazines to be voted on for the new 
Abridged Readers’ Guide; (7) authoriz- 
ing purchase of a posture chair and 
shelving for the Headquarters office; (8- 
9) authorizing participation of AASL 
in the ALA Exhibit at the meeting of 
the American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators in Atlantic City by provid- 
ing school library consultants and a 
brochure addressed to administrators 
promoting school libraries and AASL; 
(10) accepting the invitation to the Ex- 
ecutive Secretary from the Canadian Li- 
brary Association to conduct a workshop 
at the Annual Conference in Ottawa, 
Canada, August 24-27, 1953. 

The resignation due to illness in the 
family of Beatrice Paddock, Board mem- 


ter from Region 5, was accepted with 
regrets, and according to the Constitu- 
tion the President with approval of the 
Board of Directors will make the ap- 
po.ntment to fill the vacancy. 

The Los Angeles Conference Com- 
mittee of AASL was voted an allotment 
of $500.00 from the treasury for plan- 
ning the annual conference, 

Other action taken pertained to the 
Headquarters office as follows: 

VOTED, That the secretary to the 
Executive Secretary be placed on the 
same level as the secretaries of other Di- 
visions of ALA, namely G7 classifica- 
tion with a Leginning salary of $3216 
(This action was necessary in order to 
secure office help). 

VOTED, That an additional secre- 
tary te employed at the original classi- 
fication of G5 with a beginning salary 
of $2976. 

VOTED, That a typewriter, dupli- 
copy machine, and other necessary equip- 
ment and supplies be purchased for the 
AASL office. 

VOTED, That the AASL President 
and Executive Secretary grant approval 
subject to their discretion to commercial 
concerns for use of the AASL mailing 
list. 

At another meeting of the Board of 
Directors with Councilors and Commit- 
tee Chairmen on Thursday, February 5, 
Laura K. Martin, Chairman of the 
Committee on Travel Policies for Of- 
ficers and Executive Secretary, presented 
her report and moved that the Commit- 
tee te dismissed and the functions re- 
ferred back to the Board of Directors. 
Invitations received by the Executive 
Secretary were discussed, and it was 

VOTED, That the Executive Secre- 
tary accept invitations from the Missi- 
ssippi Education Association, March 20; 
Tennessee Education Association, March 
27; Wisconsin Library Association, Ap- 


*Summary of action tcken by AAS™ Board of Directors is printed here in accordance with Arti- 
cle V, Section 4 of the Constitution. Full minutes are sent to all members of state assembly and 
are kept on file at ALA office. Anyone wishing to refer to them may do so on request. 
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ril 10; Illinois Association of School Li- 
brarians Workshop, April 17-19. 

Action was taken on two matters re- 
garding SCHOOL LIBRARIES, as 
follows: 

VOTED, That members of the ALA 
Executive Board be put on the mailing 
list to receive gratis SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIES. 

VOTED, That no sale subscription 
to SCHOOL LIBRARIES be approv- 
ed. 

Discussion followed on the resolu- 
tion passed by the Division Executive 
Secretaries requesting the ALA Com- 
mittee on Boards and Committees to 
recommend to Council the establishment 
of a Committee to study the relations of 
the Divisions to ALA and to each other. 
It was 

VOTED, That the recommendation 
of the Division Secretaries regarding the 
establishment of a Committee to study 
ALA-Divisional relationships be approv- 
ed. 

At the final open meeting of the 
Board of Directors, Saturday, February 
7, functions of the following committees 
were presented and approved with minor 
changes: Committee on Planning School 
Library Quarters, Magazine Evalua- 
tion Committee, and Audio-Visual Com- 
mittee, 

Discussion followed on a number of 
important items. It was 

VOTED, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to revise the existing standards 
for school libraries. 

VOTED, That the promotion leaf- 
let be turned over for completion and 
publication to a committee in the Chica- 
go area, in consultation with the AASL 
President, Executive Secretary, and 
Chairman of the Membership Commit- 
tee. 

VOTED), That the Publication Com- 
mittee be authorized to study a revision 
of the basic book lists with the sugges- 
tion that the results of their study be 
presented at the June 1953 Conference. 

The Board reaffirmed its original 
vote to have one representative on the 





Coordinating Committee of the Ameti- 
can Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education. 

Irving Lieberman, Research Associate, 
School of Librarianship, University of 
California, Berkeley, explained the two 
year audio-visual project of which he is 
in charge and the Pre-Conference Audio- 
Visual Workshop scheduled for June 19- 
21, and stressed the importance of school 
librarians participating in these two ac- 
tivities. 

President Keath announced that $24.- 
00 had been collected for the CARE 
Book Fund from boxes placed on the 
tables at the Membership Dinner. 


Summary of 
Business Meeting 
February 6, 1953 


At the opening of the meeting, Julia 
Bennett, Director of the ALA Washing- 
ton Office, explained the Library Ser- 
vices Bill and urged the American Asso- 
ciation of School Librarians to support 
it. 
Roll call of the State Assembly was 
answered by 28 members who gave 
brief inspiring reports of the activities 
of their organizations representing 25 
states, 

Miss Mary Lee Keath, President, and 
Mrs. Rachael DeAngelo, Executive Sec- 
retary, made brief reports followed by 
the financial report presented by Mrs. 
Lucile Raley, Treasurer. 

The following committee reports 
were presented and received with inter- 
est and appreciation. 

Elementary School Libraries: Mrs. 
Lucile Raley, substituting for Hazelle 
Anderson and Lois Fannin, Co-chair- 
men, gave the report. ( See page 12). 

Technical Processes Committee: Mrs. 
Effie La Plante, Chairman, reported on 
the nation-wide survey on “new sub- 
jects’’ made by her committee, and distri- 
buted mimeographed copies of a sum- 
mary of the findings. She stressed the 
importance of channeling the thinking of 

(Continued on page 20) 


*Full minutes of the business meeting are on file at ALA office and may be borrowed on re- 


quest. 
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American Association of School Librarians 

Report of the Committee for Elementary School Libraries 
Midwinter Meeting, February, 1953 

Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Illinois 


I. Publication 
The following manuscripts have been solicited by our committee and submitted 
for publication: 
A. Ellinor Preston, Library Supervisor, Public Schools, Richmond, Virginia— 
“Current Trends in Elementary Libraries” to appear in Elementary English, 
early 1953. 
B. Bertha E. Clarke, Principal, Harry L. Johnson School, Johnson City, New 
York—‘“The Organization and Growth of an Elementary School Library”, 
accepted by Wilson Bulletin, no publication date set. 
C. Miss Josephine K. Dillon, Librarian, Hazeldell Elementary School, Cleve- 
land, Ohio—‘‘What Library Service Means to the Child in the Elementary 
School”, being considered by the N. E. 4. Journal. 
D. James W. Tyler, Principal, Yorktown Elementary School, Arlington, Vir- 
ginia—‘‘Physical Requirements of the Elementary School Library”, accepted by 
School Executive, no publication date set. 
E. Miss Agnes Clare Grogan, Teacher-librarian, Bennett School, Chicago, IIli- 
nois—‘‘A Librarian Gives Thanks’’, submitted to Grade Teacher. There has not 
been time to receive an answer from the editor of this journal as yet. 
F. Five people are at present writing articles which will be submitted for publi- 
cation at a later date. 


II. Leaflet 


A revised edition of the leaflet for elementary school libraries under the editor- 
ship of Sara Fenwick has been submitted to our Executive Secretary who will in turn 
submit it to A.L.A. for consideration. It is the committee’s hope that this leaflet, ‘“Let’s 
Do a Little Arithmetic and Figure in the Elementary School Library’, may be finan- 
ced by A. L. A. on the basis of increasing membership. This leaflet was illustrated by 
Irene Storm Hansen at no charge. 


III. Progress Report 


A report of outstanding growth of elementary school libraries in various parts 
of the United States has been prepared. 


IV. Bibliography 

An annotated bibliography of magazine articles on elementary school libraries 
has been compiled. The articles have been selected on the basis of their contributions 
to planning and improving library service. 

Mimeographed copies of the Progress Report and Bibliography are available at 
this meeting. Copies are also being sent to State Assembly members, State School 
Library Supervisors, State Departments of Education, members of the A.A.S.L. 
Board, members of the committee of Elementary School Libraries, State Elementary 
Committee Chairman, Chairman of A. A. S$. L. Committees, the Chairman of the City 
and County School Library Supervisors, and to the people who contributed the infor- 
mation for the Progress Report. A few copies will be on file with our A.A.S.L. Ex- 
ecutive Secretary. 


V. List of Libraries to Visit 

A list of libraries which are outstanding for various reasons such as an unusual 
book collection, interesting furniture, special work with audio-visual aids, unusual 
re-modeling job, etc., has been started. It was thought of this committee that such a 
list should be in the hands of the Executive Secretary so that people who write her 
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stages. 


VI. Pointing toward the future 


for information may not only receive the information but also be guided to visit 
“pilot” school libraries within their own regions. This project is only in its beginning 


es 


at 
ol 
ls 
ry 
ty 
r= 


al 
al 


er 





ij A. Continue to solicit articles for publication in national education magazines. 


Make more concerted efforts to encourage State Committees to publish articles 


in state education journals. 


B. Plan to continue to bring out progress reports periodically. (perhaps one in 


every two or three years.) 


C, Keep annotated bibliography of articles on elementary school libraries up to 


date. 


D. Complete the project on “Elementary School Libraries to Visit” with the 
idea of keeping it a “live’’ list with additions and revisions. 


E. Enlist the help of other committees and carry forward joint projects: 


1. Get information as to the present status of elementary school libraries. 
We know that approximately 95% of our high schools have libraries. Where 


do the elementary schools stand ? 


2. Get information on laboratory school libraries with the idea of promoting 
the very best type of library service in the laboratory schools where our fu- 
ture teachers are receiving their training and practice. 


3. Promote workshops for in-service training of teachers who are already on 
the job. Teachers are eager to become acquainted with new materials and 
learn how to use them in order to give our boys and girls better educational 


opportunities, 


4, Promote projects for recruiting “top-notch” personnel. The shortage of 
elementary school librarians is as appalling as the shortage of elementary 


school teachers. 
Members of the Committee: 


Lois Fannin, Chairman 
Mrs. Lucile Raley 
Mrs. Helen Atkinson 


Mrs. Margaret Ross 
Miss Christine Gilbert 
Miss Sara Fenwick 
Mrs. Ruth Hughes Scott Miss Jessie Edna Boyd 


Mrs. Irene Pollard 

Miss Hazelle H. Anderson 
Miss Mildred Winslow 
Miss Evelyn Hill 





Free While They Last 


Reprints of the two articles on the 
Functional School Library which appear- 
cd in the February issue of the ALA 
BULLETIN, and which were made 
available for distribution at the ASCD 
meet ng in Cleveland, February 7-12 and 
at the AASA meeting in Atlantic City, 
lcbruary 14-19, are available from AA- 
SL Headquarters Office as long as the 
upply lasts. 

It is hoped that state, city, and county 
school library supervisors will see that 
these reprints get into the hands of as 
many school administrators as possible. 


April 1953 


Cooperative Planning 
A Success 


The officers and co-chairmen of the 
Los Angeles Program Planning Commit- 
tee entertained the officers and program 
chairman of DLCYP at a luncheon on 
Wednesday, February + during the Mid- 
winter Conference. 

The group discussed the program 
plans of both Divisions, and cooperative- 
ly arranged a schedule devoid of con- 
flicts so that each group might partici- 
pate in the meetings of the other group. 
A richer program thus becomes possible 
for all. 
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AASL Work Institute* 
February 5, 1953 


Mrs, Alice Brooks McGuire, Chair- 
man, announced the purpose of the 
workshop: to examine the organization 
structure of the AASL, and to ascertain 
whether committees might be made to 
function more efficiently and more dem- 
ocratically. 

Miss Fannie Schmitt, State Supervi- 
sor of School Libraries for Alabama, 
presented the problem of orientation of 
new chairmen and committee memters. 
Mrs... Effie LaPlante, Supervisor of 
High School Cataloging, Chicago Board 
of Education, outlined the highly struc- 
tured organization of the Technical Pro- 
cesses Committee, illustrating the far- 
reaching effectiveness of participation 
from central committee through region- 
al, and state representatives. Miss Sybil 
Baird, presented the problems of organi- 
zation facing the committee responsible 
for the publication of SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIES. A lively discussion from the 
floor followed these presentations. 

At the afternoon session a panel con- 
sidered the interrelationships in commit- 
tee work and Laura Martin gave an ad- 
dress on Evaluation of Work Done in 


AASL and Work To Be Done. 


Mattie Ruth Moore, Consultant on 
Library Services, Dallas, Texas sum- 
marized the conference: The Institute 
has pointed up the fact that successful 
committee work requires careful oriénta- 
tion of chairmen and members of the 
committee structure of AASL in relation 


to the purpose of the committee, the 
transmission of files, and the prospectus 
of work to be done. The setting of goals 
is most important, but these should be 
reasonable and within the realm of ac- 
complishment. A committee should be a 
functioning one, democratic in member- 
ship and touching all areas. Good lines 
of communication between committees 
are important for success. 


* 


Much of the success of the Insti‘ute was que to the careful planning done by the Institute 


County and City 
School Library 
Supervisors Meeting 
tebruary 4, 1953 


A meeting of county and city school 
library supervisors was held on Wednes- 
day, February 4, with thirty-three super- 
visors attending. Mrs. Rachael DeAng- 
elo, Executive Secretary, A.A.S.L., met 
briefly with the group and explained that 
Miss Margaret V. Girdner, Director, 
Bureau of Texts and Libraries, San 
Francisco, California, had resigned as 
chairman because of illness. This necessi- 
tated the election of a new chairman— 
Annie Jo Carter, Director of School Li- 
braries, Nashville, Tennessee. 

General interest was shown in the 
development of elementary school librar- 
ies, especially, policies regarding full- 
time trained librarians for elementary 
schools. Plans were made to distribute 
the findings of a survey made by Miss 
Virginia McJenkin, Director, Fulton 
County School Librariés, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, regarding patterns of library service 
in both elementary and high schools. In- 
formal discussions of building programs, 
centralized cataloging and better pro- 
fessional relations with A.S.C.D. and 
N.E.A., encouraged group participation. 

Miss Nora Beust, Office of Educa- 


tion, reported plans and progress of the 








handbook for school library supervisors. 
She also told the group that the survey, 
Statistics of Public School Libraries, 
1947-48, is to be revised in order to give 
up-to-date information. 








The group expressed a need for in- 
formation on policies and practices in 
cities and counties in the same population 
bracket, as well as the same geographi- 
cal location. Some consideration is being 
given to compiling a list of school library 
supervisors who might furnish the in- | 
formation needed.—Annie Jo Carter 


Committee: Miss Hazelle M. Anderson, Chairman, Mrs. Rachael DeAngelo, Advisor, Mrs. Effie 
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LaPlante, Mr. Ray Erbes, and Mr. Ira Peskind. 
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Two New Supervisors Named 


Helen Rowland Sattley 
New York City 


Miss Helen Rowland Sattley has 
bcen named Director of School Library 
Service of the New York City Public 
Schools, and assumed her new position 
as of February 1. At the time of her ap- 
pointment to the l’ew York position, 
Miss Sattley was Ascociate Professor at 
Western Rescrve University, a position 
which she has held since 1950. 

She received her B.A. and M.A. de- 
grees from Northwestern University 
and the B.S. in L.S. from Western Re- 
serve. 

From 1936-1944, Miss Sattley was li- 
brarian at Haven Elementary and Jun- 
ior High School in Evanston, Illinois. 
During 1944-45 she was with the Civic 
Education Service, Washington, D. C. 
For three years, from 1947-50, she was 
Assistant Professor. School of Library 
Service, Columbia University. 

Miss Sattley has been a frequent con- 
tributor to library and_ educational 
journals, and is the author of YOUNG 
BARBARIANS published by Morrow 
in 1947, 
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Jane Gray Smith 


State of Pennsylvania 

Jane Gray Smith has becn appointed 
to the newly created position of Princi- 
pal, School Litraries Adviser in the De- 
partment of Public Instruction for the 
State of Pennsylvania. She began her 
new duties on lebruary 16 with an of- 
fice in the State Library at Harrisburg. 

Mrs, Smith h:zs Leen Associate Pro- 
fessor of Library Science on the Faculty 
of the State Teachers College, Millers- 
ville, where she taught courses in Chil- 
dren’s Literature and School Library 
Administration and was lilrar:an of the 
Laboratory School. 

She is a graduate of the State Teach- 
ers College at Millersville, and holds 
master’s degrees from Pennsylvania State 
College and the School of Library 
Science, Columbia University. She has 
Leen a school librarian at all levels—ele- 
mentary, junior, and senior high schools, 
and has spent five summers on the staff 
of Teachers College Library, Columbia 
University. In 1950 she directed a three 
weeks workshop for school librarians at 
West Virginia University. 

In addition to teing a member and 
former president of the Lancaster Coun- 
ty School Librarians Association, Mrs. 
Smith has served as secretary and presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania School Librari- 
ans Association, as the state representa- 
tive to the Council of the AASL, and as 
state membership chairman for that 
group. She is an active member of the 
Pennsylvania Library Associaton, and 
the Delta Kappa Gamma Educational 
Sorority. 

Mrs. Smith is also known as a speak- 
er about children’s tooks and reading, as 
a violinist, and as a contributor to pro- 
fessional magazines. 


CORRECTION 

The New England School Library 
Association holds its annual meeting on 
May 9 at the Westbrook Junior Col- 
lege, Portland, Maine. Miss Mary Pike, 
librarian, is hostess. 
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Conjuring or Magic? Both! 


Bertha M. Frick 
Associate Professor 
School of Library Service 
Columbia University. 


The eye-catching title, “Conjuring or 
NMagic—Which”’, captioned a note by 
Effie La Plante on page 16 of the Janu- 
ary 1953 issue of School Libraries that 
many librarians have found interesting. 
Some of its implications, however, may 
lead readers to incorrect conclusions. As 
editor of the Sears List of Subject Head- 
ings, this correspondent would like to 
comment on a few of the comparisons 
made between the “Sears List of Subject 
Headings, 1950” and “Subjects suggest- 
ed by AASL members”’. 

The report states that the Sears List 
uses the heading “Conjuring’’ and stu- 
dents prefer “Magic”. It was not indi- 
cated that the Sears List uses both “Con- 
juring” (“for works dealing with mo}- 
ern or parlor magic, legerdemain, etc”) 
and “Magic” (“for works dealing with 
occult science”). Obviously, if a school 
or other small library gets only a small 
amount of material on both aspects it 
may not wish to set up two headings. A 
larger library, however, might be glad 
to separate the two quite distinct ideas 
by using the two headings. 

Likewise, it was stated that the Sears 
List uses “Cicada” and students prefer 
“Locusts”. Again it was not noted that 
Sears uses both “Cicada” and ‘“Locusts”’. 
‘The two headings represent two differ- 
ent species—a fact which many a school 
boy interested in natural science would 
probably te delighted to explain to his 
librarian. 

(Query: Why does the published 
Rue and La Plante Subject Headings 
for Children’s Materials say: “Locusts. 
See Cicadas; Grasshoppers”’) 

Thirdly, it is stated that students pre- 
fer the heading “Climate” to the Sears 
heading, “Climatology”, ignoring the 
fact that the latter term is used for gen- 
eral works while the heading ‘‘Climate” 
is used as a subdivision under names of 
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countrics, etc., for specific works, e. g. 
“U. S. — Climate”. 

The heading “Insurance—Social’’ is 
credited to the Sears List, This is an er- 
or as Sears, in line with Library of Con- 
gress practice, uses the correct grammati- 
cal form for its inverted headings, that 
is, “Insurance, Social’. 

Some of the terms suggested by stu- 
dents in preference to the Sears headings 
show the trend of the times and the next 
edition of this list will reflect this, just 
as some of these have been changed re- 
cently by the Library of Congress—e. g. 
“Interior decoration” will replace 
“House decoration”; ‘Flower arrange- 
ment” instead of “Floral decoration” ; 
“Public speaking” for the old-fashioned 
“Oratory”. 

Such studies on the reader’s approach 
to subject terminology are valuable con- 
tributions and the profession needs more 
of them. It is to be hoped that we can 
follow the wise suggestion made by Mrs. 
La Plante that we should “adapt . . 
cataloging to fit student needs without 
making drastic changes...” This, it 
seems to this correspondent, is the key- 
note to modern cataloging practice in the 
United States in that it implies the desir- 
ability of uniformity and cooperation. 
The Library of Congress has set the 
pattern for subject headings partly be- 
cause of the wide adoption of its printed 
cards. Miss Sears in the first edition of 
her List took care to adapt the forms to 
keep them in agreement with L. C., both 
for the sake of the cataloger and the user 
of catalogs. It seems important to keep 
in mind that patrons of school, children’s, 
high school and small public libraries 
will find it simpler to progress to the 
use of a larger catalog if the change in 
subject terminology is one of degree than 
of form. 


(See note page 17) 
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?? DATING or COURTSHIP ?? 


“You go dating, you don’t go courting!” was written by a student from Cali- 
fornia who checked the questionnaire prepared by the AASL Technical Processes 
Committee. This committee is conducting nation-wide surveys regarding subject 
headings for school library catalogs which will fit the necds of the students who use 
the catalogs. A questionnaire with “new subjects” was recently checked by school 
librarians and students from all parts of the United States. These subjects arranged 
by votes cast by the librarians follow: 


Subject: Librarians—S tudents 
I a pe a i eee OE ey 535 979 
PURI DOIN. oso re 347 921 
tae i le 337 844 
White House, Washington, D. C. __---------- 323 995 
EE a ae ee ee 308 563 
ee a ET 78 585 
ES are ee eee 301 882 
oe ae eee ae 300 1009 
RUNNIN LONI 9 et es 293 769 
RCN SAR 293 950 
eee ae eee 292 748 
(Interplanetary voyages ................_._- 56 252 
did hitie aati inca darenaaaaladmaies 290 890 
Tesrsorial expamion .............42--caen 282 1018 
ES ELT AP TT TY 281 585 
CS Carn NN i ah atk 279 996 
Industrial Revolution ~_____- cirsineedoctanstoshiad 273 932 
I I i nin tnine id eas enianitatsitsipicting intsdcetiumbnemsae 267 822 
ee re ee 264 705 
RENNIN I cana eacaecmeen esse sia ae 258 1075 
EN Pe SO ae 246 665 
ee ee 57 401 
Drive-in and curb services _._--.-_..-_-_____- 225 960 
i ee ET ie I Sa OLE ee ene) 209 856 
SS a TT ene SO 207 585 
i a a aaa ccs 200 641 
a | ee eee ee eee 86 150 
a kN ae eh Slo Seat ee 83 217 
Go a re ee eee ee eee 82 129 
You may secure the complete report, which was distributed at the AASL Mid- 


winter meetings, by writing to: Mrs. Effie LaPlante. Chairman, AASL Technical 
Processes Committee, Cataloging Section, 228 North La Salle Street, Chicago 1, IIli- 
nois. 


Mrs. La Plante Adds A Note to 
Conjuring or Magic! 


*CONJURING is the only subject used for titles listed in the H. W. Wilson Stan- 
dard Catalog for High School Libraries, 1952 and the Children’s Catalog, 1951. All of 
the five titles listed under CONJURING have the word “magic” as part of the title 
which indicates that MAGIC is the accepted term used by the reading public. The 
H. W. Wilson Standard Catalog subjects should fit the needs of the users of the cata- 
logs. Librarians should not have to make these adaptations.— (Effie LaPlante, Chair- 
man, AASL Technical Processes Committee ) 
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AASL Goes to ASCD 


Helen B. Lewis 


Supervisor 


School Library Department 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Never underestimate the power of 
school librarians—and of SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES! The SOS for materials 
for the ALA-AASL exhibit in the Janu- 
ary SCHOOL LIBRARIES, following 
up the letter sent out on January 8 to 
school librarians and school library sup- 
ervisors, brought a welcome tidal wave 
of school library materials that all but 
inundated the School Department of the 
Cleveland Public Library. Five hundred 
and fifty-nine pieces of material were 
received, and included school library 
handbooks, reports, manuals, bulletins, 
courses of study, reading lists, library in- 
struction outlines, subject bibliographies, 
and guides and aids of all kinds and de- 
scriptions, This figure does not include 
the pictures and lists for distribution 
that were received. 

Material was organized 
following group headings: 

1. Handbooks Manuals 

Courses of Study Reports 

2. Reading Lists for Enrichment 

Elementary — High School 

3. Elementary School Libraries 

+. Miscellaneous 

The ALA—AASL exhibit was a part 
of the Curriculum Materials Exhibit, se- 
lected and arranged by Mr. Paul E 
Smith, Chairman of the ASCD Exhibit 
of Curriculum and Instructional Materi- 
als, and his Ohio Committee. Mr. Smith 
has been most cordial in inviting AASL 
to share the ASCD exhibit space and was 
most appreciative of the interest and at- 
tractiveness of the school library materi- 
als displayed. 

Four Posters indicating the four 
groupings, each poster having the general 
heading of SCHOOL LIBRARY MA- 
TERIALS, were mounted on bulletin 
boards and under the posters, as back- 
drops, were Virginia McJenkin’s dra- 
matic posters illustrating the work of 
the Fulton County Libraries, and the 


under the 
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posters lent by Dilla MacBean, and pre- 
pared by the Curriculum Council of the 
Chicago Board of Education, showing 
how the school library can implement the 
n'ne major areas of living. These two 
sets of posters tied in with the eight 
General Areas of the Curriculum Dis- 
play and were a perfect illustration of 
the ways in which the school library 
supports and enriches the curriculum 
pregram of the school. 

Two beautifully constructed models 
of school libraries were an important 
part of the exhibit. They had been sent 
to Midwinter by Rheta Clark and 
brought to Cleveland, and to the exhibit 
space itself, by Jean Anderson. 

The Luncheon Meeting of City and 
County School Library Supervisors was 
held on Monday. February 9, at the 
Women’s City Club. Dr, Leland B. 
Jacots, Professor of Education at Ohio 
State University, gave an outstanding 
addrcss on “Expanding Children’s Ho- 
rizons Through Literature”. 


STANDARDS? YES! 


Tentative standards for California 


school libraries have teen worked out by ~ 


a committee with Maurine Hardin and 
Helen Iredell serving as co-chairmen. 
The results of the study of the commit- 
tee and other interesting articles on 
standards appear in the January, 1953, 
issue of the BUULLETIN OF THE 
SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION OF CALIFORNIA. Single 
copies may be purchased for fifty cents. 
Write the BULLETIN, 1205 West 
Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 15, California. 


PENNIES FOR PINOCCHIO 

Send your contribution not later than 
June 1, 1953, to Miss Evelyn Robinson, 
Massachusetts Division of Library Ex- 
tension, 200 Newbury Street, Boston 
16, Massachusetts. 
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AASL Participates 
in AASA 


The American Association of School 
Administrators saw before them for the 
first time at their annual meeting in 
Atlantic City, February 14-19, the name 
of the American Association of School 
Librarians. 

AASL joined with ALA in the exhibit 
to provide consultant service, ALA 
BULLETIN reprints, pictures of school 
libraries, curriculum materials, and for 
display a model elementary and a model 
high school library made by Connecti- 
cut architects and secured through the 
efforts of Rheta Clark, Connecticut 
State School Library Supervisor, 

Administrators showed genuine inter- 
est and a real desire for help. Superinten- 
dents, principals, supervisors, architects 
came to visit, came with their problems. 
Many were planning new libraries; re- 
questing standards; searching for librari- 
ans; seeking ways to secure greater 
teacher use of the library; ways to de- 
velop a truly functional library; ways 
“to sell” the lay public the library idea; 
yes, looking for booklists to help the li- 
brary collection. Great interest was 
shown in the School Library Quarters 
Filmstrip. Many superintendents came 
saying, “My librarian (or my supervis- 
or) told me to look you up.” A friendly 
receptive spirit was evident on every 


hand, 


Good Citizens Grow In 
Good School Libraries 


(Continued from page 5) 

in sharing public property. This involves 
understanding public ownership of the 
library, participating in deciding on 
necessary regulations for library use, 
helping to choose the materials to be 
purchased, assisting in giving service to 
others through the library, and partici- 
pating in evaluating the services of the 
library as a step toward library improve- 
ment. 

This type of experience should help 
the young citizen to understand the 
function of the library in.a democratic 
society. Understanding this concept is 
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School Activities Now 


Ready For Distribution 
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AND 
THE LIBRARY, 1953, is off the press 
with its challenging lead article entitled 
“A New Look at School Library Serv- 
ice”, by Dr. W. L. Davis, Professor of 
Education, Alabama Polytechnic Insti- 
tute and formerly Assistant Director, 
Division of Instruction, Alabama State 


Department of Education. Available 
free from ALA. 








essential for citizens in America, if we 
are to accomplish public support of free 
public library service for all of our peo- 
ple. As our young people mature with a 
concept of the necessity for rich resources 
for citizens to use in assuming their 
citizenship _ responsibilities, | America’s 
provision of good library service will be 
assured. 

THE CHALLENGE 

Young citizens are growing up in 
many ways in schools all over America. 
Desirable direction may be given to 
their growth in regard to the attitudes, 
understandings, and techniques of citi- 
zenship only if the learning situation is 
favorable for that purpose. 

The school library and its services 
can provide one of the natural labora- 
tories for the development of good citi- 
zenship in our schools. Only a democrat- 
ically administered library will encour- 
age understanding and acceptance of 
democratic values and techniques. 

As school librarians each one of us is 
challenged today to evaluate his own un- 
derstandings, his own way of work, his 
own appreciation for the worth and dig- 
nity of individuals, his own acquaintance 
with the rich materials communicating 
the American Heritage. For libraries 
reflect the people who plan them—their 
intelligence, values, imagination, and 
wisdom. 


No one can correctly estimate the po- 
tential effect of school libraries on citi- 
zenship education today. But the possi- 
bilities seem rich enough and significant 
to the extent that they challenge the best 
efforts of America’s school librarians. 
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Summary of Business 
Meeting 


(Continued from page 11) 


librarians working with students to 
those who prepare our tools, Excer- 
were read from letters both for anc a- 
gainst changes in present subject head- 
ings. Mr. Howard Haycraft, President 
of H. W. Wilson Co., was present and 
expressed his interest in the work of the 
committee, 


Los Angeles Conference Planning 
Committee for AASL: Elizabeth Wil- 
liams, co-chairman, reported on the 
early cooperative planning with DLCY P 
to avoid conflicts in meetings, thereby 
providing a richer program for all. 500 
California school librarians are waiting 
to welcome AASL members to a fine 
program. (See details on p. 6). 

Membership Committee: Margaret 
Turk, Chairman, reported AASL mem- 
bership as of December 31, 1952 as 
2835, 16% of ALA membership. A mi- 
meographed report was distributed show- 
ing growth in membership since 1943, 
and membership arranged by states. The 
Membership Committee’s goal is 5000 
by December 31, 1953. 


Nominating Committee: Sue Hefley 
reporting for Rheta Clark, Chairman, 
stated that the committee was working 
toward its obligation to get before the 
membership the slate of officers by Feb- 
ruary 21, 1953. 

Planning School Library Quarters: 
Ray Erbes, newly appointed Chairman, 
presented a statement of functions and a 
six-point plan of action to implement 
the objectives of his committee. 

Professional Relations Committee: 
Fannie Schmitt, Chairman, reported 
continued progress in representation and 
participation of school librarians at other 
educational meetings, and cited the plans 
being made for the 1953 meetings of the 
Association for Supervision and Curricu- 
lum Development and the American As- 
sociation of School ‘Administrators. The 


YOU CAN HELP 
The AASL Statistics Committee is 


interested in building up a file of sta- 
tistical or research studies made by state 
school library associations, and state or 
city supervisors. Copies of theses of a re- 
search nature are also needed. In an- 
swering inquiries sent to the committee 
by AASL members, this kind of materi- 
al will be very helpful. A statement in 
regard to use or research studies made 
from these reports would also be help- 
ful. In addition we would like to re- 
ceive samples of school library statistical 
forms used by state school library super- 
visors in obtaining data about the librar- 
ies under their jurisdiction, 

Another project which the committee 
has under consideration is working out 
a suggested form for local librarians to 
use in reporting to their administrators. 
We would like very much for school li- 
brarians to send us samples of such re- 
port forms or suggestions as to what 
should be included in such a report. If 
there is sufficient interest in this type of 
project, the committee will endeavor to 
prepare and distribute suggested report 
blanks. 


Please write or send material to: 


Mary Louise Mann, Chairman 
AASL Statistics Committee 
Arsenal Technical High School 
1500 East Michigan Street 
Indianapolis 7, Indiana 








project undertaken by the committee 
with the Joint NEA-ALA Committee 
to distribute surplus school library ma- 
terials to certain groups of educators is 
still underway. 

_-_SCHOOL LIBRARIES Committee: 
Sybil Baird, Chairman of the Editorial 
Committee, stated the task immediately 
ahead is to set up definite policies for 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES, and requested 
suggestions from the membership. Coop- 
eration was asked in locating people do- 
ing interesting work and/or able to 
write good articles. 


IMPORTANT : Deadline of next issue of SCHOOL LIBRARIES is May 20, 1953. 
Send copy typewritten, double-spaced, in duplicate. 
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